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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CITY AND TOWN OFFICIALS GATHER IN PHOENIX
FOR LEAGUE OF ARIZONA CITIES AND TOWNS ANNUAL CONFERENCE

<<INSERT CITY/TOWN NAME>>, Ariz.  (Aug. (insert date), 2018) – More than 1,000 city and town officials, legislators, business leaders and guests from across the state gathered in Phoenix last week for the League of Arizona Cities and Towns Annual Conference, held August 21-24 at the Phoenician in Phoenix, AZ. 
Among those in attendance were <<Insert local elected officials name(s) >> of <<insert your city or town>>. The conference is held annually in late summer and provides a unique opportunity for local officials to gather together to attend training sessions designed to aid in more effective and efficient management of Arizona’s municipalities, to hear from state and legislative officials, as well as share common concerns and ideas for problem solving.  

<<Insert quote from local elected official here>>

Conference highlights included: 

· An opening general session on Wednesday, which included a keynote address and the annual Parade of Flags, highlighting Arizona’s cities and towns. Speakers for this session included:

· Chandler Mayor and League President Jay Tibshraeny

· City of Phoenix Host Mayor Thelda Williams 
· National League of Cities Executive Director Clarence Anthony  
· Keynote speaker and author Bruce Vincent
· An awards luncheon that featured a keynote address from Arizona Cardinals President Michael Bidwill. The luncheon also included the presentation of the 2018 League Legislative Awards, which honored local government supporters from the state legislature. 
· Presentation of the 2018 League Service Award Winners, honoring mayors and members who have served in office for eight, 12, 16 or 20 years. <<INSERT names of any individuals from your city or town who received service awards here>>
· 13th Annual Youth Program which welcomed more than 200 youth delegates from cities and towns throughout the state. Delegates participated in sessions and activities planned specifically for youth interested in local government. They also had the opportunity to interact with local elected officials, network with other youth delegates and learn about issues and challenges facing Arizona.
· More than 25 educational sessions on topics ranging from fundamentals of local government such as council-manager relations and legislative issues, to sessions on transportation, economic development, Census 2020, digital media, public universities and short-term rentals.  

In addition to the many educational sessions and networking events at the conference, mayors and councilmembers from across the state met during the event to develop resolutions for the League’s Municipal Policy Statement. The policy statement represents the collective interests of cities and towns statewide and will guide the League of Arizona Cities and Town’s lobbying efforts during the upcoming legislative session that begins in January 2018.  

Next year’s League conference will be held in Tucson, August 20-23, 2019.
About the League:

The League of Arizona Cities and Towns is a voluntary association of all the 91 incorporated cities and towns in the state of Arizona. It provides policy and legislative advocacy, information and inquiry services, along with publications and educational programs to strengthen the quality and efficiency of municipal government. It was founded in 1937 to serve the interests of cities and towns and to preserve the principles of home rule and local determination.  For more information, visit www.azleague.org. 
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